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the total number of policies in force, as disclosed by the latest
valuation returns, as 785,518, and the total amount of assur-
ance held by the public under these policies as X421,061,768
&mdash;a liability which, gigantic as it is, may be viewed by all
parties concerned, debtors and creditors alike, not only with
equanimity, but absolutely with a lively satisfaction.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PEABODY DONATION
FUND.

THE annual report for the year 1887, just issued by the
trustees of the Peabody Donation Fund, gives a thoroughly
satisfactory account of their stewardship of the princely
gift of the late Mr. Peabody for the benefit of the poor of
London. Mr. Peabody gave various sums between the years
1862 and 1873, amounting in the aggregate to half a million,
for the purpose of providing improved dwellings for the
working classes, the net rental being invested from time to
time and added to the capital. The report tells us that on
Dec. 31st last the fund amounted to &pound;935,570, and had
very nearly doubled itself. By means of the fund the
trustees had provided at the end of last year more than
11,000 rooms, without counting bath-rooms, laundries,
and wash-houses, which were occupied by a population
of 20,279 persons. The rooms were let in more than
5000 tenements, including i1 of four rooms, 1782 of
three rooms, 2351 of two rooms, and 807 of one

room. It is stated that the average weekly earnings
of the head of each family in residence at the end of
the year was rather less than 24s. ; and the average
rent of each room only slightly exceeded 2s. With refe-
rence to the vital statistics of the population residing in
these Peabody Buildings during last year, the report gives
the following information. The population on Dec. 31st
showed an increase of only 51 upon the number at th(

beginning of the year. The birth-rate was equal to 41 8 per
1000, exceeding by 10’1 the general rate in London, althougl
the proportion of persons aged between twenty and sixtv
years in the population was considerably below the meal
nrnnnrtinn in thP ’whole nf London. Tha death-rate. nn th

other hand, was 18’7 per 1000, and 0’9 below the general
London rate; it is stated that this death-rate includes those
deaths of residents of the Peabody Buildings recorded in
hospitals. It should be stated that the age-distribution of
the Peabody population differs very materially from that of
the entire London population, but not in a manner seriously
to affect its death-rate, as the effect of the excessive pro-
portion of children under five years is very nearly com-
pensated by the abnormally small proportion of elderly
persons. It should be remembered, however, that no incon-
siderable proportion of the deaths among the artisan and
labouring classes occurs in the workhouse infirmary, and there
can be no doubt that a certain proportion of the population of
the Peabody Buildings constantly drift in the same direction,
although,probably,few are transferred direct from the build-
ings to the workhouse. This is one of the greatest difficulties
which stand in the way of constructing satisfactory mortality
statistics of the residents of improved dwellings. The
death-rate in the Peabody Buildings, however, even if we
could correct it by adding a fair proportion of the deaths in
workhouses, would still be remarkably low for a working-
class rate of mortality; indeed, it is not easy to overrate
the beneficial effect of the Peabody Trust, and of similar
agencies for improving the dwellings of the poor, on the
health of London. Perhaps the most sensitive, and at the
same time the most thoroughly satisfactory, test of the
sanitary influence of improved dwellings is the rate of infant
mortality. The report before us states that the deaths of
infants under one year of age were equal to 141 per 1000
registered births, which was 3 below the mean rate in those
dwellings in the preceding five years, and 17 below the

mean rate last year in the whole of London. To measure
the full effect of improved and really sanitary dwellings on
infant mortality, we should compare the Peabody rate with
that prevailing in some of the districts in London in which
the population belongs mainly to the working classes. With
this view it will be useful to note that the rate of infant

mortality last year was equal to 215 per 1000 in Stepney,
225 in St. Martin-in-the-fields, 228 in Holborn, and 276 in
St. Olave, Southwark. There is evidently still a large and
fruitful field for the operation of such agencies as the

Peabody Fund, and it is eminently satisfactory to bear in
mind that the conditions of the Trust secure a constantly
increasing power of enlarging the scope of its usefulness.

THE LATE EMPEROR OF GERMANY.

THE Emperor of Germany has at last succumbed to his
remorseless and invincible foe-old age. The medical
incidents cf his last illness present no features of special
interest. For some time he has been in frail health and hi;;
life has been hanging on a very slender thread. The feeble
action of the heart was the cause of several attacks of

faintness, more than one of which threatened to end fatally.
But in the intervals he recovered full mental power, took
food fairly well, and hopes were entertained that he might
weather even this storm. But these periods of improvement
became more and more interrupted, and at length death was
instantaneous from sudden and complete failure of the
heart. We believe that a post-mortem examination was
made, but the only detail that has been published is that a
calculus was found which explained much of the suffering
the Emperor had lately experienced. It is a remarkable
coincidence that the mightiest Emperors of modern Europe
the victor and the vanquished of Sedan, should both have
suffered from calculus. No doubt future historians will duly
record this fact, and the two calculi promise to be historic
stones.

THE CANCER BACILLUS.

THE recent alleged discovery by Scheurlen of a " cancer
bacillus" has not received much confirmation as yet. In-

deed, in this country the failure of Messrs. Ballance and
Shattock,in their carefully conducted experiments, to obtain
any such microbe by cultivation of morbid growths has
sufficed to make us extremely sceptical of the results de-
clared by Scheurlen. The subject has been again discussed
in Germany, for at a recent meeting of the Berlin Clinica
Societyl a paper was read by Dr. Emil Senger, in which
much the same ground was traversed as that covered by
the above observers. Dr. Senger pointed out that the argu-
ments in favour of cancer being infectious were based upon
the mode of its dissemination through the body, the occur-
rence of cases of acute miliary carcinoma, the supervention
of cancer on chronic cutaneous irritation, and, less con-
vincingly, upon the occasional occurrence of "cancer by
contact." At the same time, the fact that the secondary
growths reproduce the characters of the primary within
tissues of wholly different nature formed a marked distinction
from those infective tumours that are ascribed to the action
of bacterial organisms. In tuberculosis and actinomycosis
(he might have added syphilis) the tumour is composed of
indifferent cells, which are homologous with the elements
(connective tissue) in which they occur. In fact, there is
no instance known of a bacterium giving rise to heteroplastic
growths-i.e,, composed of cells dissimilar to those occurring
at the seat of infection. The cancer microbe, if such there be,
must then be intimately associated with the cancer cell or
its nucleus, a relation which would therein differ from what
is ordinarily believed to exist between the cell and the

 Berl. Klin. Wochenschr., Nos. 10 and 11.


